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avoided? By establishing the fact that it
was not the South, but the time, which
was responsible for slavery; and that this
slavery with all its evils, and they were
many, was the only civilizer that the
African has yet known. By recording ere
it be too late the true history of the
South; by preserving and transmitting
the real life of that civilization, so that
future ages may know not what its ene-
mies thought it to be, but what it in
truth was.”

A reverence for the godliness and great-
ness of our past, portrayed in such men
as Washington and Lee, and myriads of
others whose names will never shine in
the bright lights of this world, has con-
vinced me of the importance of making
known the truth from original documents
such as diaries and journals, written not
for monetary rewards but in order that
future generations might know the truth
from firsthand witnesses.

My reading of thousands of pages of
journals and diaries led me back, by way
of the beautiful Peaks of Otter, the same
path taken by General Lee and his daugh-
ter when he visited the Burwells after the
war, to my old hometown of Bedford,
Virginia and to Avenel built in 1838 by
the Burwells. It has been my privilege to
become acquainted with this old southern
family through the reading of A Girl’s
Life in Virginia Before the War, written
by Letitia M. Burwell.

I have been once again impressed with

the reality of the Christian religi(:n on
the opening page as Letitia deS(frlbed her
birthplace and lot in life as being deter-
mined by God. The final pages conclude
with the same refrain; “nothing happens
by chance, and that our forefathe):s have
done their duty in the place it had
pleased God to call them.” How refresh-
ing to learn about the importance of fluty
as opposed to our post modern ideas
about the importance of ourselves. )
As we stand at the bar of history, being
charged by those who have not personally
witnessed our position, this book, alm?g
with many others of equal value, .Wﬂl
testify in our defense for those things
which were pure, honest, and of a good
report in our southern culture. I, along
with Letitia, trust that this volume may
give us an increased desire to know and
“tell the truth, the whole truth, and noth-
ing but the truth, so help us God!
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